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SAINTS PRACTICES, 


Wherein all may fce chg Practice of the Ho'y 


Men and Wornjen of God, in their Service in the 
Church of God, and what Good Works, and Praftices, and 

Services they exhorred unto, as followeth, as you may ſee 
both in the Old and New Teſtament, which is the Duty of, 
all True Cbrsft5ans to follow, | 


V E area peculiar People, Zcalous of Good Works, 


Tit. 2, 14. 
The Woman wrought a Good Wurk upon Chriſt, / 
he ſaith in fat. 26. 10, 

Paxi faith to the Church of CH-{ionvs, Being fruitful in eve- 
ry Good Work, and cncreafing in the Knowledge of God, 
Col. 1. 10.0 * / 

And that you may be eſtabliſhed in every Good Word-and 
Work, 2 Thifſ. 2.17. | " Ev 

She, to wit, a Widow, well reported for her Good Works, 

1 Tm, 5.0410, wif ns: : 

" That the Church which believe in God might be careful to 
| maintain Good Works; theſethings are good and profitable 
& to mens Tt. 3.8. ; Fe 

And let ours alſo (to wit, the Church of Chriſt) learn to 
maintain Good Works for —— Uſes, that they may = 
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be unfruitful : this ſayes Paul to Titns and tothe Church, Tre. 
3.14. | . | 
| Letus conſider one another,to provoke to Love and to Goed 
Works, Hebr. 10.24, | 
+ That they do Good, that they be rich tn Goed Works, rea. 
dy to diſtribute, willing to communicate ; for God givefh us 
all things to enjoy, 1 T»»,, 6.17, 18. od EF 
But to:do-Good and to, Communicate, forget not ; for with 
ſuch Sacrifices God is well pleaſed, Heby. 13. 16. 
.- - As God hath Eiſtributed to every man, and as the Lord hath | 
called every one, fo [ct him walk, and ſo erdgjnl in all Churches, 
I C'sr. 7.1 o* 4 
And Pal exhorts the Church of the Romans to their diſtri, 
buting to the Neceſlity of the Saints, and being given to Hof” 
pitality, Rom, 12. 13, « 
And to make Contribution for the 
Feruſalem, which the Apoſtle Paul! m 
chap. 15, 26. PEI 
Only that we ſhould remember the Poor, the ſame which I 
* alfo was forward todo, faith the Apoſtc to the Church at Gal«- 
t14, Gal. 3 Io, | : | 
_ If any man miniſter, let him doit of the Ability which God 
hath given him,that God in all things may be glorified through 
Jeſus Chriſt ; to whom be Praiſes and Dominion forever and 
. ever, Amen. 1 Petr. 4,11, S | El 
And let us not be weary in well-doing; for im due ſeaſon 
we ſhall reap, if we faintnot; as we have therefore Opper- 
tunity, let-us do Good unto all men, cſpecially unto the Hovul- 
hold of Faith, Gal.6. 9, 10. - 
And whatioever you do in Word or Deed, do all in the 
Name of Jcſ{us; and whatſoever ye do, do it heartily, as vn. 
to the Lord, knowing' that of the Lord ye ſhall receive th. 
Reward of the Inheritance; for ye do ſerve the Lord, Col. 3, 
17,2 3324. > 
Therefore to him that knoweth hew to do Good, anddoth 
- It not, it is to him Sin, Fames 4. 17; 
He that hath Pity on the Poor, lendeth to the Lord; and 
| | that 
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that which be hath given will be pay him again, Prov, 19. 17. 
And you may ſce, ſuch as were careful ro hearken unto the 
Voice of the Lord Gad, and to ebey and keep his Command- 
ments ; for the Lord thy God will bleſs thee, as he hath pre- 
mifeJ, Theu ſhalt lend unto many Nations, and thou ſhalt not 
borrow, and ſo forth, Dext 15. 5, 6. 
' For tbe Lord ſhall open unte thee his goed Treaſure, the 
Heaven to give thee Rain unto thy Land in his ſeaſon, and to 
bleſs ol the Works of thine Hands,& thou ſhalt lend unto ma« 
ny Nations, and thou ſhalt not borrow ; and all- People of the 
Earth-ſhall ſce, that thou art called by rhe Name of the Lord ; 
and they ſhall be afraid of thee, Dear. 28. 10, 12. 

L have becn Young, and now am Old, yet have I not ſeem 
the Righteous ferſak-n, nor his Seed begging Bread ; for he 
is Merciful and Lendeth,and his Seed is blefed, Pſa. 37.25,26. 

A Good Man-ſhewerh Favour, and Lendeth, he will guide 
kis Aﬀairs with Diſcretion, Pſa. 11:,5, : | 

The Righteous ſheweth Mercy, and giveth, P/z, 31.21. 

The Righteous giveth, and ſpareth nor; for he giveth- of 
his Bread to the Poor; he hath a bountiful Eye, and ſhall be 
bleſſed, Prov. 21, 26, & 23.9. L 

And He that givezh to the Poor, ſhall not lack, Prov;28.27. 

God giveth to all men liberally, ang vpbraideth not : So all 
men ſhould give of that which they havz received of him libe- 
rally, without upbraiding, as in Zames i, 5. : 

And hethat giveth, let hin doit with Simplicity, Rexs.1 2.8. 

Give, andit ſhall be given unto you,(aith Chriſt, Luke 6.38. 

See the Care of the Apofiles, of the Poor Saints, as in 2 Cor. 
9. 6,7,3,9,10,11., | : 
 Butthis I fay,he which ſoweth ſparingly,fhall reap ſparingly; 
& he which ſows bountifully, ſhall reap bouvtifully,2Cor.9.6; 

So every man according as he purpoleth in hi: Heart, ſo let 
him give, not Grudgingly or of Neccflity ; for God Ioveth a 
Chearful Giver [mark] and God is able to make all Grace _ 
abound towards you, that ye alwayes having All-ſufficiency in 
all things may abound to every Good Wo1k, as it is written, 
He hath diſperſed abread, he hath given tothe-Peor, his Rightc= 
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to the Sower; both miniſtreth Bread for your Foed, and mul- 
tiplies your Seed ſown-and encreaſeth the Fruits of your Righ- 
teouſnels, 1/a.55.10. 2'Cer.9 10, | -Fh 
- Being enriched in wy Good thing to all Bountifulaeſs, 
which caufeth through us Thankſgiving to God, | + 
And you may ſce how the Diſcip!es, every man according 


to his Ability, determined to ſend Relief unto their Brethren, 


which dwelt in F«dea, and they ſent it by the Hangs of S«x/ and 
Barnabar, AQts 11. 29,30. wo” 

And ſo of Brotherly. Love, ye need not that I write unto you; 
for God teacheth you to love one another, 1 The[.4. 9. 


But whyoſo hath this World's Goods, and ſeeth his Brother 


| have Need, and ſhuts up his Bowels of Compaſſion from him, 


how dwelleth the Love of God in him? x Fohn g, 17. 
'Thete isa Generation whole Teeth are as Swerds, and their 


Jaw teeth as Knives, to devour the Poor from the Earth, and - 


the Needy from among men; Prov. 30. 14. 

And therefore the Poor and Needy is not to be Opprefſed 
nor-vexed,nor ſent effipty away, but relicved, and their Cauſe 
is to be pleaded, as in Prov. 31. 9. , 

And the Apoſttle faith to the Church,Give to him that needs 
eth, Epheſ. 4- 28, nr, 58. | 

And Ged will help all yeur need, according to his Riches 
in his Glory by Chrift Jeſus, Ph. 4. 19. 

And Chriſt faith, That the Father»sknoweth what things ye 
have need of, Afar, 6-48. RED | | 

And you may ſce the Manner and Way of ColleQion, that 
the Apoſtles ordered for the Saints, in 1 Cor, 16, 1, 

And-the Lord faith, -If thou deal thy Bread to the Hungry, 
and that thou bring the Poor that are caſt out to thy Houſe, and 
when thou {eeſt the Naked that thou cover him, and that thou 
hide not thy {elf from thy own Fleſh, then ſhall thy Light break 
forth as the Morning, and thy Health hall ſpring forth ſpee- 
dily, and thy Righteouſneſs ſhall go before thee, and the Glo. 
ry of the Lord ſhall be thy Reward, ſs. 58.7. & Exck. 18 7. 
And if thou draw out thy Soul to the Hungry, and _ 
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euſneſs remaintth forever'; [markJnow he that miniſtreth Seed 
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the Afited, then ſhall thy Light ariſe in Obſcurity, and thy.- 


Darkneſs ſhall be as the Noon-day. Wt 
nd the Lord fhall-guide thee continually, .and fatisfie thy 
Soul in Drought, and make thy Bones fat, and thou fhalt be 
like a Watered Garden, and l;ke a Spring ef Water, whoſe 
Waters fail not : here is the PraQtice of Godlineſs, //a. 58, 
-7,8, and fo forth. . = | 
The Hungry and thirſty their Souls fainteth in them, them 


 theycry unto the Lord, and be-atisficth the - longing Soul, 


and fileth th: Hungry with Goodneſs, or good things, Pſa. 


107, Luke 1.53. 


The Lord which made Heaven and Farth,which giveth Food 
to the Hungry, and the Lord preſerveth the Stranger, and re» 
lieveth the Widow and Fatherleſs ; burzhe Way of the Wic- 
ked he turns up-fide down, Pſal. 146. 

If thy Enemy hunger, give him Bread ; if he thirſt, give 
him Water to drink ; for in that thou ſhalt heap Coals of Fire 
upon his Head, the Lord ſhall reward thee, Prov, 25. 21, 22. 


And the Law of God ye may {ee in Ezekzel 18, 5, He that. 


hath not opprefſcd any, but hath reſtored the Debtor his 


Pledge, and hat! ipoiled none by violence, and hath given . 
| his Bread to the Hengry, and hath covered the Naked with his - 


Garment, he ſhal' {ive, and not dyc. . 
And Fob faith, I delivered the Poor that crved, and the Fa- 


\ therleſs and lum that had n:ne to h+ Ip him, and the Bleſſing of * 


him that was ready to periſh came upon me; and I cauſed the 
Widows Hears to fing, and 1 as a Father to the Poor, Fob 29. 


Dorcas (a W=man} #n o!d Diiciple of Jeſus Chriſt, when . 
ſhe was dead. it 16 recorded, this Woman was. full of Good. 
Works | mark] full of Good Works ard Alms which ſhe did in 


her Life-time ; and all the Widows: [[mark} all they ſtood by 


Peter (Widows & Women)and wept,& ſhewed him ihe Coats 
and Garments that ſhe had made whilſt ſhe was alive with them . 
mark, with them] A Womens Meeting inthe Prgftice of Ree 


lig:0n, Act. 9. 35; tothe End. 


this, to viſit the FaYferleis & Widdows in their Afictions, and 
to keep himſelf unſPotted from the World,7am, 1,27, 


Pure Religion Menez v before God and the Father is - 


And : 
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Andthis Religion is*to Boiled by all the ri ht and tru 
'Chriſtians ;, For if a Brother or Sifter be naked, an deſtitute.gf 
daily-Food;& thou ſay unto one of them, Deperr in Peace,warimn 
your ſclves,and fill your Bellies,notwithſtanding you give them 
not thoſe things which are needſul to theBody,what helpeth it? 
even fo Faith,if it have no Works, is dead in it ſelf, Fam. 2.15, 


16,17. | See bow James enconrages to praftice Religion, and 


eh: w forth the Works of Faith, that work by Love, 
_ If thouafflit any W iddow or Fatherleſs Child in any wiſe, 
and they cry at all unto me, I will ſurely hear their Cry ,faith 
the Lord, and my Wrath ſhall wax hot, and 1 will kill you with 
the Sword, and your Wives ſhall be Widdows, and your Chil> 
dren Fatherleſs, Exod. 22. 
The Lord is goodtoall, and his Tender Mercics are over all 
his Works, Pſal. 145. ee i, 

- The Righteous confidereth the Cauſe of the Poor ; but the 
Wicked regardeth not to know ft (to wit, the Cayle of the 
Poor) what Ccndi ion they are in, Prov. 29. ” 

And if thy Brother be waxen poor, and fallen in decay- with 
thee, then ſhalt thourelicye him, yea, though he be a Stranger 
or 2 Sojourner, that he may live with thee, Lev. 25. 35. 
© The Porr is hated even of his Neighbour, but the Rich hath 
many Freinds ; but he that is Merciful to the Pcor, happy is he, 
Prov. 14. 21. TE . 

tHe that Opprefſeth the Poor, reproaches his Maker ; 
but he that Honoureth him (to wit, bis Maker) hath Mercy 
on the Poor, Prev. 14. = | 

Whoſo mocks the Poor,reprozches his Maker, Pro.17. 

Whoſo ſtops his Ears at the Cry of the Poor, he alſo ſhall 
cry himſelf, but ſhall not be heard, Prov. 21. 

The Lord maketh Poor,"nd maketh Rich ; he bringeth low, 
and lifteth up. 1 Sm. 12. 

- Therefore I command thee, thou ſh-lt open thy Hand wide 
unte thy Brother, to thy Poor an1 to thy Needy in thy Land, 
faith the Lord, Dex. 15. | 

The Poor uſeth Entreaties; - but the Rich anſwereth rough + 
ly, Prod,18,23, | : 

Here you may ſee what Care tic Lord lays upon his People, to 
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' look after the Poor, Widdow? and Fatherliſs, both in the time of 
' the Law and in the time of the Goſpel ;, and how that they ſhould 
. obey bim in his Commands, the Lord God, who created all, and 


| Fives the encreaſe of all, and gives Man ard Wentan goodthings, 


both temporal ang fpiritual to do goedweithal ;, ſo the Lord is tobe 
obeyed, and bis Truth is to be practiſed; and the pure Religion 
that w unde filed before Ged the F atherg#s above all the Religiors 
in the World: And thigReligion is, TO viſit the Widdows and 

Fatherleſs in their AfiQtion, & to keep himſelf unſpotted from 

the World, (mark, unſpotted from the World.) And this Re» 

ligion is above the Papiſts, that muſthave a Purgatory to weſh off 
thesr ſpots of the World, and above the Proteſtants, that muſt have 
a Body of D-ath and Sin to the Grave, with which they are [por- 

rid like Leopards ; and theſe are the Religions of the World; and* 
ar? not the pure and undefiled Religion before God ad the Father; 
and their Fatherleſs and Widows 11 their Aj! (Fions are ntt viſe 


"trd: And therefore, you who are come to be of this pure Religion, 


#1: lefiled before God and the Fatber, aid ao viſit the Widows and- 


 Fatherleſs in their Afi iQFions, and ds kirp your ſelves unſporred 


from the World,you are of the Religion that was not ſet up by man, 
but by Chriſt & his Apoſtles above 16c0 years ſince, | y which you 
ſee over all the Religions ſet up ſince, and ſee th:refare that you 
rattiſe it, ; 
7 _ Feb faith, If I did d: pie the Canſe of my Man-<Servant 
or of my Maid-Servant, when they contended with me, what - 
then ſhall I do when God fhall ariſe ? and when he viliteth, what 
ſhall I auſwer him? See the Care of this Patient Man ; 15 net 
this for all the true Chriſtians to praBBsſe? Job 31.verſ 13,1415. 


- Ard fa: Job, Did not he that made me in the Womb, make 


him? and did not one faſhion us in the Womb? Yerſ. 16. 
And If | have w th-heſd theePoor from their D. fire, or bave 
cauſed the Eyes of the Widow to fail, or have caten my Mor- 
ſel my ſeli alone, and the Fatherlefs have not eaten thereof; 
from my Youth he was brought up with me as with. a Father, 
and I have guided her (to wit, the Widow) from my Mother's 
Womb , fl have ſcen any periſh for want of Clothing, or any 
poor without Covering, if his Leins have not bleſſed me, and.if 
he were noff warmed with the-Fleece of my Sheep, if [ have lift 
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up my Hands gainkt the Fatherleſs when I ſaw my Help in the 


Gate ; then let mine Arm fall from mySholder-blade,and mine 
Arm be broken from the Bone : The Stranger did net lodge in 
the Street, but I opened my Doors for the Travailer,. Fob 31, 
17,18,19. Did not Weep fer him that was in Trouble ? was 


not my Soul grieved for the Poor } Now here ye may all ſee the 
' - Alﬀions and Prattice of this Man, by his prattiſing the pure Re- 


ligion ; ſoit is not a Talk, but a walking in it, as you may ſee in 
Job 30,31. Chapters, , : 

And blefled is he that conſidereth the Poor, the Eord will de- 
liver him in time of Trouble, P/al. 41. 9. 

Now all you that profeſs God and Chriſt, ſee how you walk in 


the Steps of theſe Good Men and Women, aud not only totalk as 


they did, but do and prattiſe as they did, for it is not every one 


that ſaith Lord, Lord, enters the Kingdom, bat be that doth what © 


he commands, - 

And Chrift ſaith, Ye call me Lord and Maſter, and ye fay 
well, for ſolam; andifl then your Lord and Maſter have was 
ſhed your Feet, ye alſo ought to waſh one anothers Feet.: For 
Thave given you an Example, that ye ſhould do as I have done 
unto you. And if ye know theſe things, happy are ye if ye do 
them, Fohn 13,17. | 

Ard Chrift ſaith, Not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, 


Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but he that 


doth the Will of my Father which is in Heaven, Afar. 7.21, 
So all People may ſee by Chriſt's own Woras, that their Saying 
and Speaking of Goa and Chrift, and bu Prophe:s and Apoſles, 
ſrgnifies nothing, except they Do his Will, that rs, PraGtiic, ard 
zo be obedient to what be commands and requires, 
C.F. 


And let this be read amongſt all the Men and Womens Meets 
ings, that are gathered in the Name of Feſm, -both in Eng+ 


land, ard beyond Seas. 
* ® 
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